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19       FOUNDATION  OF A RELIGIOUS  ORDER
St Gilbert was born in or before 1089 at Sempringham in Lincolnshire,
then on the edge of the fens. His father was a wealthy Norman knight
named Jocelin; his mother, a Saxon lady. In 1131 he founded a small
community which soon grew into the only purely English Monastic Order
of the Middle Ages. He died in 1189 "at the age of more than 100 years,"
says his contemporary biographer, and was canonized by Innocent III. in
1202. There is an excellent study of his life and work by Rose Graham
(1901), though her chapter on the Dissolution must be read with some
caution. St Gilbert's life was first written in Latin by Roger, his suc-
cessor in the Mastership of the Order, and translated into English by
the Lynn friar John Capgravein 1451. The following extract comes from
pp. 81-90 of that life (E.E.T.S., vol. 140, 1910).
In that same time (that is to say in the reign of King
Harry the Second) were in the town of Sempringham certeyn
maydenes seculer, whos soules the seed of Goddis word, sowyn
be this same Gilbert, had so touchid that thei were rype on-to
religion lich as corn is white to hervest.  These same maydenes,
desyring to be victouris of her kynde1 and eke of the world,
every day entendyd to no othir thing but to plese and to be
kynt2 to that spouse whech is in hevene.   This [being] aspied
be Seynt Gilbert (specialy whan he had in his avow mad a
promisse that his possession of Sempyngham and of Tyrington
schuld be gove* to God, ferthermor that he wold geve this
to [the] pore, and eke he fonde no men at that tyme wold
lyve so streytly as these women were disposed for this cause),
he determyned td gyve these goodes to swech pore whech were
por in spirit and myth4 chalange the kyngdam of Hevene for
them and for othin   This man Gilbert mad him frendes with
swech rychesse as he had, whech frendis schuld receyve him
in-to everlasting tabernacles.   The first frendes that he made
wer not of men but of wommen,... Oure Gilbert be-gan his per-
feccion at the febiller kende, for to the febiiler kynde nature
techeth that we schuld do our benefetes....And because that
no man whech servyth God may serve wel God and be occu-
pied with temporal besinesse, eke be-cause virginite is a tendir
thing and may sone be tempted of the sotil deceytes of the
- serpent, the Devele, whech is ful eld of tyme and ful sotil of
1 over their nature.                                                                                                                                                                                                  3 kind-                                                                                                                                                                                                            9 given.                                                                                                                                                                                                   4 might.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